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secret diplomacy or. intrigue, of a subjection of small 
nations against their will, of greed and selfishness, or of 
any dicker with German war lords would be no peace 
at all. 



HOW TO WIN THE WAR 

The first answer to the question, "How are we going 
to win this war?" is to be answered in terms of 
materials, of what the English call "goods and services." 
If the German Government is to be "brought to terms," 
the materials of America, by which we mean food, fuel, 
clothing, and munitions, must be produced and dis- 
tributed with all the wisdom at our command. All this 
is under way and we believe that the work is for the most 
part being well done. In any event, there will be no 
turning back. We are pursuing no middle course. 
Whether our guns have reached our boys in France or 
not, our boys have guns. Other guns will be forthcom- 
ing. We are assured that the program for action out- 
lined by the United States in conference with its asso- 
ciate governments is maturing substantially according 
to schedule. The big government machine improvised 
for this emergency has assembled its parts and they are 
in operation. In the unmistakable words of the Presi- 
dent to the Congress, December 4: "Our object is, of 
course, to win the war; we shall not slacken or suffer 
ourselves to be diverted until it is won." We are about 
the business. We are going ahead with it. If this be 
what the American people desire, if we are out to over- 
come evil, if we are after the defeat once for all of the 
centralized forces that interrupted peace and now render 
it impossible, and'if we believe these things to be the aim 
and purpose of the American people, we may be com- 
forted to know that the job is being done. 

But a mere military victory for the United States will 
not in and of itself mean the winning of this war. Mr. 
Wilson addressed the Congress at its opening session 
with great wisdom when he discussed the question, 
"When shall we consider the war won?" The war will 
be won when the "intolerable Thing" stood for by the 
Imperial German Government, "the menace of combined 
intrigue and forces . . . without conscience or honor 
or capacity for covenanted peace" is "crushed" or "at 
least shut out from the friendly intercourse of the 
nations." 

Our opinion is that the President's address to the Con- 
gress, December 4, was largely misinterpreted by our 
people and by members of the Congress as well. The 
portions of the address which received the most praise 
are those portions which refer to our military victory. 
The most significant aspects of this great utterance, how- 
ever, are those references to the ideals behind our great 
adventure. Eepeating his position set forth in his letter 



to the Pope, the President looks forward to the day when 
we can discuss peace with spokesmen vouched for by the 
German people. The President longs, as do all of us, 
for the establishment of "bases of law and of covenant 
for the life of the world." He said : "We shall be will- 
ing and glad to pay the full price of peace and pay it 
ungrudgingly. We know what that price will be. It 
will be full, impartial justice — justice done at every 
point and to every nation that the final settlement must 
affect, our enemies as well as our friends." When we 
attain unto this, and not until then, will this war have 
been won. 

Nothing is to be gained by reminding our readers that 
the position of the President is the position held by the 
American Peace Society for nearly a century. There 
would be a certain cheapness in any self-gratulations that 
the President's message sets forth what is the substance 
of our editorial of last month, entitled "Win and End the 
War." The important thing is that the President of the 
United States has voiced the great principles upon which 
nations must be based. His utterance is more than the 
utterance of a single man, than of a single nation ; it is 
the utterance of hopeful and intelligent men everywhere. 
The people of the world, Germany included, must be 
"put in control of their own destinies." "Autocracy 
must first be shown the utter futility of its claims to 
power and leadership in the modern world." When the 
"intolerable Thing" is "crushed," we shall be free and 
attain peace, the peace of generosity and justice to the 
exclusion of all selfish claims and advantage even on the 
part of the victor. The prime elements in the winning 
of this war are therefore three in number: (1) The 
German people; (2) Justice; (3) Eeparation. "We shall 
regard the war as won only when the German people say 
to us, through properly accredited representatives, that 
they are ready to agree to a settlement based upon justice 
and a reparation of the wrongs their rulers have done." 
No one can say that the United States has no formula 
for ending this war. The wrong to Belgium must be 
repaired, the power that Germany has over Austria- 
Hungary, the Balkan States, Turkey, and within Asia 
"must be relinquished." By this, "We intend no wrong 
against the German Empire, no interference with her 
internal affairs." The President says, again, that we 
are not fighting the German people: "We are in fact 
fighting for their emancipation from fear along with 
ourselves — from the fear as well as from the fact of 
unjust attack by neighbors or rivals and seekers after 
world empire." Again, we are told of the President's 
conception of a "partnership" — a partnership which 
"must be a partnership of peoples, not a mere partner- 
ship of governments." With such a partnership as a 
result of this war, the war will have been won. 

It is certain that we of America are now at war with 
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the Imperial German Government and with Austria- 
Hungary. All our resources are at the command of the 
government, and we purpose to end this war by winning 
it. No one can mistake the military outcome. We shall 
bring the Imperial German Government to terms. Of 
this there is no doubt whatsoever. But all this could be 
done and the war in reality be lost. A nominal military 
victory can easily be turned into a defeat gruesome and 
calamitous. But if we clarify our principles and be- 
come "debased by no selfish ambition of conquest or 
spoliation" ; if we keep prominently before us our "prin- 
ciples of humanity and of knightly honor" ; if we refuse 
to take part in "intrigue"; if we keep always in mind 
not only the welfare of ourselves but of our enemies; if 
we view our cause as just and holy and make it both ; if 
we crystallize our thinking upon the ancient rights and 
duties of nations, set forth month by month on the front 
page of this magazine, we as a nation shall rise to our 
opportunity, to the clear heights of God's "own justice 
and mercy," and win the war indeed. 



A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Mat we wish our readers a happy New Year? We 
do. We wish for them, as we wish for ourselves, 
that the Imperial German Government may be brought 
to terms and that the war may be ended before the round 
of another year. 

There is hope that war by its own processes is commit- 
ting hara-kiri. The author of "The Clansman," Mr. 
David Wark Griffith, returning from the battle fronts of 
France, has one dominant impression thoroughly burned 
upon his mind. It is : "This awful thing must never be 
allowed to happen again as long as the world lasts." He 
says that "all Europe is pressing on to more fighting, 
more blood, and more suffering in the hope that this 
debacle of slaughter may sweep warfare out of the world 
forever." His belief that this hope, peculiar to every 
war in history, will be more nearly realized this time 
because the methods of modern warfare have taken from 
war its "glamour" and "romance." He believes that if 
there had been no military caste in Germany there would 
have been no war. It was the feathers of this caste that 
persuaded men to become soldiers, but trench warfare 
has made these feathers negligible. Mr. Griffith says: 
"I have a feeling that this war will do a great deal toward 
squeezing the romance out of army life. The dreadful 
squalor of modern fighting gives a new aspect to this 
age-old drama. ... All the glamour has gone. All 
the magnificence of the maneuvering armies has passed. 
. . . They go to live in a ditch and stick there (liter- 
ally) until relieved by other troops. Even the awful 
grandeur of the artillery duels of the past has been elimi- 



nated. The modern gunners usually do not know what 
they are shooting at ; seldom see what their target is and 
sight their guns by mathematics. The courier with the 
foaming charger of other wars has become a desk tele- 
phone in this war. . . . It is too big; too vast. The 
hero of war is lost. His deeds have been swallowed up. 
He is a speck in a mighty picture. He is a grain of sand 
on a vast stretch of sea beach. He is an atom. . . . 
War denies individuality to men. It ships them in 
bunches and kills them in bundles and buries them in 
open ditches. War is out of tune with the times." 

There is hope that Germany itself is killing war. 
Speaking of Germany, Mr. Griffith says: "In devoting 
herself to the glorification of war, she has destroyed its 
glories. In seeking to transform a nation into an army, 
she has made armies forever distasteful. In seeking to 
make warfare the steady diet of mankind, she has given 
the world a severe case of martial indigestion." Because 
of the new methods, and because of its unprecedented 
proportions, war is generating its own antitoxins as 
never before. 

But war is not only losing its glamour; the attractions 
of a just and rational peace are becoming more apparent. 
To be convinced of this one needs but to read the Presi- 
dent's last message to the Congress and the chorus of 
approval from the press around the globe. A corre- 
spondent from Seattle wrote, asking us for "a few words 
as to the outlook after this war." Our reply was: "We 
are looking for organs and processes for the more defi- 
nite expression and interpretation of international law; 
a clearer conception of the reciprocal rights and duties 
of nations, and an extension of the will to peace." This 
is our view, and we believe it to be the view of free peoples 
everywhere. The faith and sentiment of our nation are 
now set firmly upon the realization of these things in 
the name of an international justice transcending the 
force of arms. The lessons taught by this Society 
through the patient years are being learned at last with 
a new interest and a quickened intelligence. Peoples 
are setting for themselves the goal of a governed world. 

As the time of our great testing approaches, the ideals 
for which we are striving are becoming clearer to an 
increasing proportion of our people. School, platform, 
press, the Government are awakening to the importance 
of the fact that our soldiers must not be physically fit 
simply and contented only; they must be intelligent; 
they must be aided to think through the reasons why 
they are laying their lives upon the altar. The princi- 
ples behind the activities of the United States Govern- 
ment are principles worth dying for. No stone should 
be left unturned; no effort spared to make clear what 
these principles are. We believe that no stone will be 
left unturned, and for this we are grateful. 

This is a war against war; in a sense more unusual 



